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YMPATHIZE, as one must 
ficulties of the city in trying 
down the mill rate for this year 
of mounting costs and many urgent demands 
part of the problem was incurred by the 
city itself through its assesment policy on 
the one hand and by the sale of highly 
remunerative assets on the other. The 
goose with the golden eggs in the city's 
financial structure was mainly the water 
supply system, which produced at one time 
revenues approximating $850,000 a year. On 
the plea that this asset would require the 
capital expenditure of some $6,000,000 in 
repairs and improvements over a future term 
of years, the city sold the supply system for 
little more than half that figure. The pur 
chase price, when paid over, wil! be capital 
but the golden eggs are gone 
What the city has been doing for three 
decades with its assessment policy can be 
seen in its annual report for 1950, at page 
10: Between 1921 and 1950, as the popula 
tion of the city increased steadily the net 
assessment on land from $45 
290,886 to $21,855,988, while the net 
ment on improvements was increased by 
$10,600,000. The combined total fell from 
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$71,298,436 in 1921 to $58,541,980 in 1950. 
As the assessment continued downward, in » 
all but the last three years of that period, 
the tax rate went up. Similarly, the per- 
centage of improvements taxed increased 
from one-third to almost two-thirds, stand- 
at 65 per cent today. This period inchided 
both the lean of 1929-1933 and the 
relatively boont period of 19359-1946 apart 
from the postwar period of inflation 

Frequent calls on the city to revise its 
assessment rolls realistically went more or 
less unheeded, and for a considerable part 
of the time the changes were sporadic and 
partial revisions, often on a downward scale. 
It is not entirely surprising, therefore, that 
the current city council is faced with diffi- 
culty over the mill rate. That can only go 
up Until the effect of such policies has been 
worked out, and that regardless of the 
special pressure of the moment in this year 
or another This situation, perhaps over- 
simplified here, is one of the long-term prob- 
that Victoria will have to solve before 
the heavy debt retirement years roll. around 
in 1949 and onward. ‘The encouraging facts 
are that we have the growth of population 
and that our lands cannot be growing less 
in either area or value 
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ance has been unpopular from the start. The 
C.C.F., for example, demands abolition of 
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on winning the support of followers of that 
line at the polls. They may, on the other 
hand, lose the votes of many of the silent 
electors who hospital insurance to 
state hospitalization, and recognize co-ins! 
arice as an essential element of British 
Columbia's plan 
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patients would not do away with the need 
for the money The $2,500,000 which thi 
system produces annually has to he found 
somewhere, and there are only two other 
ways of raising it: by increasing premium 
rates, or by loading the burden onto the 
taxpayers Since any party advocating a 
boost in premiums would be inviting certain 
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service paid for out of taxes is something 
for nothing British Columbians, perhaps 
more than most Canadians because they 
vay by far the highest provincial taxes per 
ipita in the Dominion, have become e 
tremely tax conscious these days. At what- 
ever level a levy may be imposed, they know 
who pays 
The hospital insurance service at present 
leans temporarily on the treasury because 
of the difficulty of anticipating what oper 
osts will be. Premier Johnson made 
a courageous attempt to convince the con 
vention of the importance of making the plan 
supporting on a contributory 
intended in the heginning By ignoring his 
and another raid on the 
easury, the Liberals not only have embar 
rassed their leader in the election campaien 
but have committed what likely to 
turn out as a blunder of party policy. 
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That would dub him as whoily unfit his 
job. The conclusion is unmistakable that as 
a matter of studied policy he has these past 
years budgeted annually for a vastly 
arger surplus than he intimated. ‘The fact 
that he put the surpluses to what he might 
now claim as good use does not excuse the 
evasion in the least 

This is where lack of frankness bring 
him much public ill will. People do not like 
to be led in blinkers, and a public now hard 
pressed severe taxation can be absolved 
if it thinks some of this burden needless 
Most certainly it should be asked, through 
its parliamentary representatives. if it wants 
to extra-taxes- to reduce the national 
debt before any such procedure is adopted 
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| Saturday Specials! 


Men’s Pure Nylon Pullover Sweaters 


Store Hours: 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. Wednesdays, 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. 
Phone E7111 


Manufacturer’s clearance of 100% nylon sweaters! Special Purchase or would regu 
95 larly sell for 8.95! Purchase yours now and save $3! Lightweight, shrink-resistant 

and mothproof ... Styled with V-neck and long sleeves. Choose from plain shades 
of Grey, Sand, Green and Wine in small, medium and large sizes. Wonderfully 
Each > g 


washable, these quality sweaters are ideal for Summer wear! 


Save on Men’s Sport Shirts 


Seconds! Nylk nd acetate and spun rayon 


Men’s Broadcloth Dress Shirts 
vith fused collar "Dye-fast shade 279 


Men’s Long-Wearing Nylon Anklets 


sport shirts in inner and outer styles. D 
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or Blu 


Men’s Quality Broadcloth Pajamas 
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TERMS: Pay $10 down and $10 monthly, includ 
ing sales tax 


TERMS: Pay S19 down 


charge and sales tax 
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Tickets on Sale Now! - 
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Hey, Kids! Yo-Yo Contest! 
Today! 


@ At 11 am., Douglas Room, Third Floor 
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Boys’ Denim Sharpies 
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